NEW WAY OF LIFE

A LY

FEEL
o

| A&
- E-

(ol

VANCOUVER'S OLYMPIC VILLAGE REVEALS ITS
BID FOR SUSTAINABILITY AND ITS TRANSFORM-
ATIVE EFFECT ON SOUTHEAST FALSE CREEK.

moncy MILLEMNIMILM WATER—2010 ATHIETES' VILAGE, VAN VER

Conversations on building are often centred on sustainability these davs,
claims to LEED credits flying: either as one-upmanship or creative bluster
What is often lost in these conversations is a sense of the underlying trans
farmation that any real bid for sustainability would require. The City of
Vancouver and the Millennium Water design team set ambitious goals for
the Olympie Village, alternatively referring to developing “new ways of liv
ing in the city” or more simply, developing “a sustainable community.” And
there is a sense in much of the framing policy doruments and design work
that realizing this goal neceseitates more than the sum of its technical parts
But when it is actually built, how does it work towards fostering the ghift in
attitudes or ways of living that it seeks?

The sanitary engineering movement of the wgth century made huge
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sirides in reating more IJ'..:l.l]I'. }:1-.1[11||r'l cities, conducive to dr'llxlll.
There's little question that anyone who has grown accustomed to its benelits
witld rall back the elock 1o a time when a ]|;|r:|'||'-=.= stroll down the street
could involve the overturned contents of a chamber pot landing in unfortu
nate places, And it is hard to fathom the basic disconneet between “in here”
and “out there” on the part of the person doing the overfurning. a person
who would surely be walking down thar same streot that same day. However,
the sanitary sewer, the storm sewer and all their atendant advances have
only served to reinforee that disconnect. fostering a convenient dependence
on underground systems to hide the unpleasant realities of everyday life.
Intricately connected 1o thase ||I||r|.|'.m.|nl realities 18 the more Ilr:||t=|:.|.r..|lll
reality which has now come 1o the fore, one which will inform urban engi
neering just as much il not more so than the 1gth eentury’s advanees, The
EFrowing unease abowt elimate ¢ ||.|r|:|{r' and resource |I1']r!1"|||=r| underlies the
design team’s stated goual of developing “new ways of living in the eity.”
While these unpleasant realities could inform the design but be incorpora
ed to disappear. both the design team and the city seem to have strongly
taken the side that they should be incorporated as a legble aspect of the de

|.|'|||F:||b'|1'|i1 In the Official “r".riu'ln]l'nr Man. this is stated very |'-1;|.|1|;1.
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*SEFC (Southeast False Creek) is 1o demonstraty
a comprehensive approach to sustainability re
Nected in both open Rpace and buillding design.”
This is a uselul point of departure, but could still
lead in & number of directions displaving tech
nical prowess, offering up the subtleties of pas
sive desigm, or revealing the nuances of evervday
systems deliberately !||.1r|'.|--||.-h d to foster a
more sustainable vergion of modern arban life
Where the Cly Tl Village achieves the latter,
it is most
a new way forward lor ~|ﬂ"|.i'|l-|r|||r'||' in Vancou
vier, another stated goal of the ODP. "SEFLC is to
promote the implementation of sustainable de
velopment principles inan urban setting, and
therehy contribute 1o improving the mainstream
practices of urban development throughout the
regian. This oceurs most strongly on an infra

structural level: both the stormwater manags
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successiul in laying the groundwork for

ment svsiem and the negghbonrhood EneTgy util
ity bring the bowels of the city to the surface., af
fording selective ,:||'.II:|I'-I"- of systems a1 work
hints of the messy realities behind comfortable
convernent human inhabitation

Though incentives lor disconnecting down
sprouts are taken up in a ||.|F-|..|.‘.|||i Fashiomn
arvund Vancouver, most stormwaler roves o pre tly
irto '-h' combing 'I slormwaler and sanitary sys
tem with the result that in heavy rainfall events
sewage overflows into False Creek. This unten
ahlile situaticn has added o the irmpetus for alter
native approaches to stormwater management,
relieving the burden on the combined system by
allowing rainwater to infiltrate where it hits the
ground, Within the Oly i Village's building
pare els, rainwater i& collected in cisterns 1o pro

vide irmigation and {eed a prevwater svsiem for

toilet Mushing, a feature which re |:|IIIII'I| an ardu










